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TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  COUNCIL 

Mr.  Mayor  and  (TCiitlemen, 

I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Borough,  together  with  the  Senior  wSanitary  Inspeetor’s  report, 
for  the  year  1051. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

Of  the  14  deaths  of  ehildren  under  twelve  months  in  the 
Borough,  9 died  under  the  age  of  four  weeks  and  these  were  in 
liospital. 

Communicable  Diseases. 

Diphtheria  eaii  now  be  considered  a rare  disease.  Scarlet 
Fever,  while  still  an  ever  present  disease,  is  considerably  less 
dangerous  than  it  was  fifty  years  ago  and  even  than  in  1931. 
There  are  fewer  complications  and  the  old  dreaded  mastoid  is 
almost  a rarity.  Measles,  always  a dangerous  disease  of  children 
fifty  years  ago,  is  now  but  a minor  hurdle  in  the  health  of  the  child. 
Modern  chemotherapy  and  a better  knowledge  of  right  and  proper 
treatment,  together  with  better  feeding  and  living  conditions,  have 
brought  about  these  changes  for  the  better.  There  were  no  deaths 
in  childbirth  from  puerperal  sepsis  or  indeed  from  other  causes, 
and  that  dread  disease  of  early  infancy,  enteritis  or  summer 
diarrhoea  has  almost  disappeared. 

In  this  better  health  for  the  mother  and  the  child, 
Preventive  Medicine  is  paying  a handsome  dividend. 

Old  People. 

One  of  the  greatest  problems  confronting  the  Medical 
Ollieer  of  Health  to-day  is  the  provision  of  accommodation  for 
old  people. 

There  are  several  factors  which  produce  this  problem. 

The  old  people  are  older  than  they  used  to  be,  and  there 
are  many  who  outlive  the  allotted  span.  The  older  they  get,  the 
more  infirm  they  become. 

Several  times  a week,  requests  arc  made  by  relatives  or 
general  practitioners  for  accommodation  in  hospital  for  aged 
people  who  are  living  alone  and  are  incapable  of  looking  after 
themselves  or  the  house  in  which  they  live. 

One  sorry  fact  emerges,  and  this  is. that  many  of  the 
present  generation  of  sons  and  daughters  shirk  the  responsibility 
they  owe  to  their  aged  parents.  Nowadays  the  wife  often  works 
as  well  as  her  husband  and  she  is  unwilling  to  giv^e  up  her  job  to 
stay  at  home  and  look  after  an  old  mother  or  father.  The  problem 
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is  sometimes  an  eeonomie  one,  but  too  often  a purely  selfish 
motive  and  a lack  of  filial  duty  is  the  cause. 

Old  people  themselves,  living  as  thc\'  do  in  the  past  and 
with  a clouded  vision  of  the  present  can  aggravate  matters.  The 
dutiful  daughter  who  gives  house  room,  care  and  attention  to  an 
aged  parent  is  often  thought  less  of  than  the  weekly  visiting- 
daughter  with  her  bunch  of  flowers  or  pot  of  home-made  jam. 

In  addition  to  all  these  difficulties,  there  is  a great 
shortage  of  hospital  accommodation  for  old  peo})le. 

It  is  a problem  on  which  the  staff  of  a health  department 
are  forced  to  spend  a great  deal  of  time,  with  but  intermittent 
success  for  their  labours. 

Food  Inspection. 

With  new  regulations  in  force,  more  time  than  ever  is 
devoted  to  the  supervision  of  a clean  food  supply. 

Manufacturers  and  shopkeepers  will  find  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  men  eager  and  willing  to  help  in  improving  methods 
for  the  prevention  of  infection  by  food. 

Housing. 

There  were  8,858  inhabited  houses  in  1951,  compared 
with  7,104  twenty  years  previously  (1931).  The  population  is 
almost  the  same,  3’et  there  is  still  a great  shortage  of  houses. 

This  is  due  in  great  measure  to  the  higher  standard  of 
living  accommodation  giving  a decrease  in  overcrowding,  the 
tendency  to  get  married  at  an  earlier  age  (most  evident  during  the 
war  years),  and  the  decrease  in  the  size  of  families.  In  short, 
while  the  population  of  the  Borough  has  not  increased,  individual 
families  have. 

It  is  the  natural  and  laudable  desire  of  young  married 
couples  to  live  in  a house  of  their  own,  and  it  is  often  an  essential 
step  towards  a happj'  marriage. 

Housing  repairs  are  still  difficult.  Not  onty  shortage  of 
material  but  shortage  of  labour  also  prevents  the  rapid  repair  of 
housing  defects. 

Improvement  in  living  conditions  is  a big  step  towards 
a healthier  community.  In  this  age  of  restrictions  and  shortages, 
progress  is  not  so  rapid  as  the  Health  Committee  would  like  but, 
little  as  it  may  appear  to  be,  all  that  can  be  done  is  being  done. 

For  the  encouragement  and  help  of  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  the  department  is  most 
grateful,  and  I am  personall}"  indebted  to  the  Health  Department 
Staff  for  their  continued  loj^alty  and  assistance. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Sydney  Davidson, 

iMedical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  = 1,504  statute  aeres. 


Population  ...  28,030 

28,614 


Estimated  mid  1951. 
Census  1951. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1931 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1951 
Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1951) 
Sum  re})resented  by  Id.  rate 

Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1951. 


Hirtiis. 

Males 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  204 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  8 

Total  births  ...  ...  212 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  5 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  — 


5 


7,104 

8,858 

£149,432 

£600 


Females  Total 
213  417 

8 16 

221  433 


5 10 

1 1 

6 11 


Farn worth  England  & 

Wales 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population  15-4  15-5 

Still  Births  per  1,000  total  births  25  — 

Still  Births  per  1,000  population  0*39  0-36 

Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  : 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  7 7 14 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  — - — — 
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Farnworth  h^ngland  tS:  Wales 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  32  29*6 

(all  infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births) 
Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  9 

Maternal  mortality  : 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth 

and  abortion  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  : — 

Farnworth  England  tk  Wales 
14-7  12*5 


6 


ses  of  Death  in  all  ages  in  1951. 

Males 

Females 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0 

5 

Non-Puhnonary  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

1 

Measles 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm — stomach 

10 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm — lung,  bronchus 

3 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm — breast 

— 

r*- 

i 

Malignant  neoplasm — uterus 

— 

3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

18 

9 

Leukaemia  ... 

— 

1 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

23 

29 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

27 

16 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

4 

11 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

24 

44 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

• 9 

8 

Influenza 

6 

9 

Pneumonia  ... 

9 

n' 

i 

Bronchitis 

23 

22 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

3 

2 

Enteritis 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

5 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

2 

— 

Accidental 

4 

6 

Suicidal 

3 

3 

Other  ... 

15 

12 

201 

208 

Total 

409 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  resident  popu- 
lation of  Farn worth  during  1951. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin. 

Anti-toxin  is  available  in  10,000  units  free  to  general 
practitioners  for  patients  resident  in  the  Borough.  During  the 
year  20,000  units  were  issued. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Out  of  74  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  during  the  year, 
31  cases  were  treated  in  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths  due  to 
this  disease. 


PXKITMONIA. 

There  were  50  eases  notihed  and  there  were  16  deaths. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

There  were  no  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  in  Farnworth 
during  tlie  year. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

One  case  was  notified  and  this  was  treated  in  hospital. 


Infectious  Diseases,  1951. 

Scarlet  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Paratyphoid  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

^leasles  (excluding  rubella)  ...  ...  ...  300 

Whoojiing  cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

Pneumonia  (primary  and  influenzal)  ...  ...  50 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (paralytic)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  1 

Erysipelas...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Treated  in  hospital  : — 

Scarlet  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Paratyphoid  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

5Ieasles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ophtlialmia  neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  1 


Tuherciu.osis 


Males 


Eases  notifled  : — 

Pulmonary  ...  10 

Non-I^ulmonary  ...  1 

The  treatment  of  tuberculosis  is 
County  Council. 


Females  Total 


15  25 

2 3 

undertaken  by  the 


Food  Poisonincl 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  notifled  in  Farn- 
worth during  1951. 

Disinfections. 

9 IVards  at  Bolton  District  General  Hospital,  at  the 
recpiest  of  tlie  hospital  authorities,  and  38  houses  were  disinfected 
following  cases  of  infectious  disease. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supi’lv. 

The  town  is  sujijilied  with  water  by  Bolton  Corporation. 
The  water  is  derived  from  upland  gathering  grounds  and  is  Altered 
and  treated  before  going  into  supply.  It  is  soft  in  nature  and 
satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  All  dwellings  in  the  Borough 
are  supplied  directly  with  water. 
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The  supply  was  from  Heaton  Sand  Filters,  Ferns  Park 
Pressure  Filters  and  the  Sweetloves  Open  Sand  Filters  and  36 
samples  of  both  raw  and  filtered  water  were  subjeeted  to  full 
chemical  anaylsis  and  143  samples  of  raw  and  144  samples  of 
filtered  water  to  bacteriological  examination  by  the  Bolton 
Borough  Analyst.  The  results  showed  that  general  filtration  and 
treatment  of  the  raw  water  w^ere  necessary  and  that  the  filtered 
and  treated  water  was  of  excellent  quality,  B.  Coli  being  absent 
in  almost  all  eases  in  100  mils.  All  water  is  treated  before  passing 
into  supply. 

From  tests  made  weekly  the  water  was  shown  to  have 
no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

No  action  was  required  to  be  taken  in  respect  of  any 
form  of  contamination. 

An  additional  814  yards  of  water  main,  varying  in 
diameter  from  2"  to  6"  were  laid  in  Farn worth  during  the  year. 


Dkainage  and  Sewerage. 

This  is 'almost  entirely  on  the  combined  system.  There 
is  one  main  sewage  disposal  plant  at  Hall  Lane  Sewage  ^Vorks  and 
a subsidiary  plant  at  Lark  Hill. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Accommodation  at  the  end  of  1951  : — 


No.  of  privy  middens 

3 

No.  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens 

4 

No.  of  pail  closets 

8 

No.  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens) 

Nil 

No.  of  movable  ashbins  ... 

9,130 

No.  of  trough  closets 

Nil 

No.  of  waste  water  closets 

203 

No.  of  fresh  water  closets 

9,870 

No.  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system 

No.  of  waste  water  closets  converted  to  fresh 

8.850 

water  closets  during  the  year 

14 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

There  is  a weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  and  at 
the  same  time  a collection  of  salvage,  carried  out  by  three  covered 
motor  vehicles. 

The  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  a 
site  well  away  from  all  dwelling  houses. 
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Sanitary  Inspections  During  1951  (includinc 


Housing). 


Xo.  of  premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,898 

Xo.  of  visits  : — 

Piiblie  Health  Aet  ...  ...  ...  ...  903 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  543 

Re-inspeetions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.493 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Milk  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

lee  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Rakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Rutehers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Shojis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Infeetious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

Disinfeetions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Rodent  eontrol  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  265 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

Faetories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Raths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Rag  Floek  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Caravans  ...  ...  ...  ' ...  ...  ...  4 

Overerowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Market  11 

Ruilding  lieenees  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Aliseellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Defeets  or  nuisances  : — 

X^unibcr  discovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,394 

X'^umber  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,918 

X^umber  of  notices  served  : — 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  589 

Statutorv  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 


Xo  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year. 


Shops  and  Offices. 


Defeets  and 

Tnsjieetions  Contraven-  Remedied 
tions 

(a)  Shops  Aet.  1934,  relating 
to  ventilation  and  temper- 
ature of  shops  and  to 

sanitary  eonvenienees  ...  22  — — 

(h)  Public  Health  Aet,  1936, 
relating  to  conditions  in 
ofhees.  i.e..  ventilation, 

sanitary  eonvenienees.  etc.  — — — 


S .MO  K E A hate .M  ENT . 

10  observations  were  taken  during  the  year. 

Xo  action  was  necessary  as  a result  of  these  observations. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


1.  Inspections  : — 

Premises 

No.  of 

No.  of 
written 

inspections 

notices 

Factories  Avithout  mechanical 

power 

1 

— 

Factories  with  mechanical 

power 

90 

8 

Other  premises 

2 

2 

Total  ... 

93 

10 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 


2.  Cases  in  Which  Defects  Were  Found  : — 

Found  Remedied  Prosecutions 
Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  2 2 — 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  — — — 

Unreasonable  temperature  ...  — — — 

Inadequate  ventilation  ...  — — 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  ...  — — — 


Sanitary  conveniences  : — 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  ...  3 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ...  8 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ...  — 

Total  ...  ...  ...  13 


3 — 

7 — 

12  Nil 


Vermin  Infestation. 

Particulars  of  action  taken  during  the  year. 

No.  of  houses  disinfested  : — 

. {a)  By  Hydrogen  Cyanide  (carried  out  by  Contractor) 

(1)  Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Other  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Insecticides  (D.D.T.) 

(1)  Couneil  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Other  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 


The  furniture  and  effects  of  2 prospective  tenants  of 
Council  houses  were  disinfested  with  hydrogen  cyanide  in  the 
course  of  removal. 

PUBLIC  BATHS 

The  Public  Baths  are  owned  by  the  Corporation  and  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Health  Committee. 


The  baths  consist  of  one  swimming  bath  75  ft.  long  and 
30  ft.  wide,  61  cubicles,  2 large  dressing  rooms  and  2 store  rooms, 
4 foot  baths,  2 females’  and  3 males’  slipper  baths.  The  water  is 
kept  in  a clean  and  safe  condition  by  means  of  a modern  filtration 
plant  consisting  of  filter  tank,  pump,  motor,  superheater,  air 
compressor  and  aeration  chamber,  syphon,  glass  feed  and  chemical 
tanks.  After  filtration  the  water  is  chlorinated. 


n 


MORTUARY 

Tlie  Public  Mortuary,  situated  in  Gas  Street,  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  Health  Committee,  but  its  use  is  mainly 
determined  by  tlie  County  Police. 

During  the  year  it  was  used  on  30  occasions  for  the 
reception  of  bodies  and  27  post-mortem  examinations  were 
carried  out. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  three  accredited  dairy  farms  in  the  distriet 
and  six  other  farms.  The  milk  supplied  from  these  farms  for 
consumption  without  heat  treatment  was  sampled  on  17  occasions, 
primarily  for  the  presence  of  bovine  tuberculosis  but  also  for 
keeping  quality. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
(Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  142  persons 
were  granted  dealers’  licences  to  sell  sterilised  milk  and  6 persons 
to  sell  pasteurised  milk.  7 dealers’  licences  for  the  sale  of  tuber- 
culin tested  milk  were  also  granted. 

126  persons  were  registered  as  milk  distributors  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949.  Two  dairies  are  registered 
in  the  district. 

21  samples  of  milk  were  examined  during  the  year,  8 of 
which  were  not  satisfactory  on  being  tested  by  Methylene  Blue 
Reduction  test.  The  tubercle  bacillus  was  not  found  in  any 
sample  of  raw  milk. 

(b)  Ice  Cream. 

7 premises  are  registered  as  being  suitable  for  the  manu- 
facture of  ice  cream  but  only  4 were  so  used  during  the  year. 

9 premises  were  registered  during  the  year  for  the  sale  of 
ice  cream,  making  a total  of  81  registered  in  Farnworth. 

41  inspections  of  ice  cream  dealers’  and  manufacturers’ 
premises  were  made  during  the  year.  10  samples  of  ice  cream 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  Of  these  9 were 
Grade  1 and  one  was  Grade  3. 
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()")  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

175  inspections  of  premises  where  food  is  stored  or 
exposed  for  sale  were  made  during  the  year.  The  following  food 
was  condemned  and  surrendered. 


307  lbs.  Beef. 

426  lbs.  Veal. 

102  lbs.  Bovine  Cheeks. 

26  lbs.  Bovine  Head. 

42  lbs.  Oxtails. 

23  lbs.  Cheese. 

Tinne:d  Goods 

'^OS  lbs.  Cooked  Ham. 

112  lbs.  Luncheon  Meat. 

0 lbs.  Roast  Chicken. 

12  ozs.  Chopped  Pork. 

1 lb.  Pork  Sausage. 

2 lbs.  Meat  and  Gravy. 

6 lbs.  Rabbit. 

I lb.  \Vhale  Steak. 

27  lbs.  Soup. 

56  lbs.  Frozen  Liquid  Egg. 
5 lbs.  8 oz.  Milk. 

33  tins  Evaporated  Milk. 

II  lbs.  Tomatoes. 

25  lbs.  Pears. 

123  lbs.  Plums. 

5 lbs.  Pineapple. 

4 tins  Pineapple  Juice. 

3 lbs.  8 ozs.  Apricots. 

1 tin  Apricot  nectar. 

22  lbs.  8 oz.  Apples. 

15  tins  Apple  Puree 

3 lbs.  Apple  Sauce. 

35  lbs.  Oranges. 

16  ozs.  Barlova. 

8 jars  Horse  Radish  Sauce. 

4 jars  Red  Cabbage. 

1 jar  Pickled  Onions. 

7 oz.  Crab  Meat. 

10  lbs.  9 ozs.  Mussels. 

2 tins  Silver  Hake. 


4 lbs.  Plum  Pudding. 

29  lbs.  Jelly. 

11  lbs.  Spearmint  Chew. 

12  oz.  Mustard. 

1 6 Coconuts. 


8  lbs.  12  ozs.  Orange  Juice. 

1 tin  Raspberries. 

1 lb.  Grapefruit. 

45  lbs.  4 ozs.  Grapefruit  Juice. 
5 lbs.  Strawberries. 

20  lbs.  Cherries. 

5  lbs.  Peaches. 

56  lbs.  6 ozs.  Prunes. 

2 lbs.  2 ozs.  Bilberries. 

66  lbs.  Peas. 

3 lbs.  12  ozs.  Celery. 

17  lbs.  Beans. 

27  lbs.  Spaghetti. 

1 tin  Carrots. 

4 tins  Beetroot. 

1 lb.  6 ozs.  Mangoes. 

5 jars  Jam. 

2 lbs.  6 ozs.  Pate  Foie. 

6 lbs.  Marmalade. 

551  tins  Baby  Food. 

1 lb.  8 ozs.  Fruit  Salad. 

2 lbs.  Fruit  Pudding. 

1 jar  Sandwich  Spread. 

5 jars  Pickles. 

50  lbs.  4 ozs.  Salmon. 

8 ozs.  Crawfish. 

10  ozs.  Cockles. 

5J  ozs.  Rock  Cod. 


{d)  Adulteration  of  Food. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  and  samples  are  taken  by  the  County 
Sanitary  Oflicer  in  collaboration  with  the  local  Sanitary  Officer. 


Particulars  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  : — 

Milk  100 

Other  articles  ...  ...  ...  57 


The  57  other  articles  comprised  : — 


2  oatmeal. 

4 sauce. 

4 SOU]),  canned. 

1 sago. 

1 tapioca. 

1 tomato  sauce,  canned. 
1 pea  soup,  canned. 

1 ice  cream. 

2 butter. 

2 margarine. 

2 cheese. 

1 cheese  spread. 

1 pork  sausage. 

3 camphorated  oil. 

2 sugar. 


2 dripping. 

2 peas,  canned. 

1 sage  and  onion  stuffing. 

2 tomato,  canned. 

1 bread,  white. 

1 barm  cake. 

2 cedes  cakes. 

1 malted  cake. 

1 scone. 

1 bread  roll. 

2 tea. 

4  mincemeat. 

7 mustard  compound. 

2 blancmange  powder. 


All  the  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst  to 
be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following  : — 

Sample  Result  of  Analysis  Action  Taken 


1 formal  milk. 

1 pea  soup, 
canned. 

1 pork  sausage. 

1 informal  milk. 

1 informal  milk. 


Deficient  3 • 3 % fat  and  slightly 
low  in  solids-not-fat. 

No  declaration  of  ingredients. 


Deficient  16*1%  of  tlie  mini- 
mum percentage  of  meat. 
Deficient  2*3%  solids-not-fat 
and  the  freezing  point  indica- 
ted the  presence  of  1*6%  of 
extraneous  water. 

Deficient  8-2%  solids-not-fat 
and  the  freezing  point  indica- 
ted the  presence  of  7-3%  of 
extraneous  water. 


Vendor  notified. 
Vendor 

communicated 
with  and  age  of 
stock  queried. 
Vendor 
cautioned. 


Same  vendor. 
^Formal 
"samples, 
obtained 


1 mustard  Infested  with  Acari  (mites), 

compound. 


Stock 

surrendered  and 
further  samples 
obtained  from 
other  branches. 


14 


RODENT  CONTROL 

During  1951,  the  work  of  rodent  eontrol  continued,  two 
rodent  operatives  being  employed. 

All  rat  infestations  in  the  district  are  dealt  with  promptly, 
private  dwellings  being  treated  free  of  charge.  Treatment  of 
business  premises  is  ehargcd  on  a basis  of  men’s  time  and  materials 
used,  the  preliminary  survey  being  carried  out  free  of  charge. 

135  surface  infestations  were  dealt  with  and,  in  addition, 
the  sewers  of  the  town  were  systematically  treated  twice,  in  May 


and  November. 

Sewer  Treatments. 

Mav 

November 

Total  number  of  manholes  ... 

1027 

1027 

Dates  of  treatment  ... 

jMay  to 

November  to 

June 

December 

Bait  base  and  poison 

Bread  mash  and 

Sausage  rusk  and 

arsenic. 

zinc  phosphide. 

Number  of  manholes  baited... 
Number  of  manholes  showing 

330 

840 

prebait  take 

Number  of  manholes  showing 

41 

89 

complete  prebait  take  on 
one  or  both  davs  ... 

36 

79 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Prevalence  of  Rats  and  Mice  and  Measure  of  Control. 


Tyne  of  Property 


j 

Local 

Author- 

ity 

1 Dwcllino 
( Houses 

j 

A<jri- 

cidtural 

Other 

(includini> 

husiness 

and 

Industrial) 

Total 

No.  of  pr()]>erties  in  Local 
Authority's  District 

I<) 

j 8.S58 

10 

922 

1 

9697 

Xo.  of  j)ropcrties  inspected 

by  the  local  Authority 

19 

556 

j 

10 

74 

()59 

Xo.  of  ])ropcrtics  found  to 

.Major  2 

3 

— 

! 1 

6 

l)e  infested  hy  rats 

i Minor  9 

I 78 

i 

1 

16 

104 

Xo.  of  properties  found  to 
he  seriously  infested  hy 
mice 

8 

t 

15 

6 

! 

Xo.  of  infested  proj)crties 
treated  hy  the  Local 
Authority 

14 

96 

' i 

23 

i 

154 

Total  

66 

960() 

22 

1042 

10644 

15 


HOUSING 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  By  the  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

(2)  By  other  local  authorities  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the 
Year  : — 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  380 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal, 

made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  1,586 

(2)  {a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  101 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  101 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  12 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  368 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  authority  or  their  officers  .. . ...  ...  313 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the 
Year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  after 
service  of  formal  notices  were  rendered 
fit 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  (regard- 
ing housing  defects)  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  or  formal 
notices  : — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  18  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

{d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding  : - 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  82 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  458 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  110 

Housing  Conditions. 

1.  General  Observations  as  to  Housing  Conditions  : — 

Of  the  older  houses  in  the  town,  most  consist  of  the  four 
room  cottage  type,  built  in  terraced  rows.  Although  of  a fair 
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standard  for  their  type,  they  lack  baths,  hot  water  systems  and 
ventilated  larders.  Despite  the  lack  of  these  amenities,  these 
houses  will  have  to  continue  to  provide  a substantial  part  of  the 
housing  accommodation  of  the  town  for  many  years  to  come. 

2.  Sufficiency  of  Supply  of  Houses. 

At  the  end  of  1951,  1,020  applications  for  Corporation 
houses  had  been  received  from  families  in  lodgings.  Approxim- 
ately 58  houses  were  known  to  be  overcrowded. 


3.  Fitness  of  Houses. 

Notices  for  essential  repairs  are  continually  being  served 
by  the  Health  Department.  Of  the  2,394  defects  found  during 
the  year,  1,918  were  remedied.  There  is  evident  a decline  in  the 
standard  of  house  maintenance,  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  repair 
work,  periodic  shortages  of  certain  materials,  and  shortage  of 
building  labour  on  repair  work. 
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